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sophy of it; the immense distance, the differing
regions, the alteration of things in their natural
circumstances and situation, by the way, or in the
passage.

2.   They had no understanding of their own con-
stitution, or at least they must have very gross and
absurd conceptions about it; as particularly of their
breathing and subsisting in the regions above the
atmosphere, and  in the pure unmixed ether, (or
what else  it  should be called,) which they who
mounted up to such height would be sure to meet
with, and in which they might as easily conceive
an impossibility of breathing, as they could con-
ceive of the impossibility of living without breath.

3.   They must have had no notion of the nature
of the flood itself; as that of the power, force, and
weight of the  waters,  when moving in such  a
collected body; how unable anything they could
build would  be  to resist the  force,  and not be
presently   blown   up   and   driven   away   by   the
stream.

4.  They must be utterly ignorant of the nature
of the earth on which their building stood; how no
foundation could be laid so deep or so firm in it,
but what by the violence of such an immense ocean
of water would be loosened and overwhelmed, and
the fabric by consequence be brought down; the
earth which upheld it being washed away.

5.  They must be wholly ignorant of what our
learned theory-men insist to have been the causes
of the deluge, namely, an absorption or breaking in
of the surface of that earth, which was before a
known cavity or hollow filled up with water, into
which the earth fell with a violence equal to the
fall of the highest mountain that could be supposed
to fall into the lowest subterranean deep; and in
which case the height, and strength, and magni-
tude of their building could only serve to make